
Kwey Relatives… 
November is Federally Recognized as National 

Native American Heritage Month   

During this month, American Indian and Alaska  
Natives are honored and celebrated for their rich 
and varied cultures, traditions, history, and      
societal contributions. It also presents an          
opportunity to raise awareness of the ways      
systemic oppression creates barriers to addressing 
violence in the lives of Native survivors with   
disabilities.  

As of 2021, there are 574 federally recognized 
Tribes in the United States. However, numerous 
others are still advocating for recognition.       
Although many Native Americans still reside on 
Tribal land, approximately 71% live in metro-   
politan areas. To date, Tribal citizens constitute 
about 2.5% of the total U.S. population.   

Disabilities Among American Indian            
and  Alaska Natives  

According to the US Census, 24% of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives have a disability, 
compared to 19% of the general population. 
However, many American Indians and Alaska 
Natives with disabilities are either unserved or 
underserved. 

Violence Among Native Americans             
and Alaska Natives 

More than 4 in 5 American Indian and Alaska 
Native women have experienced violence, and 
more than 1 in 2 have experienced sexual      
violence. Alaska Native women continue to  
suffer the highest rate of forcible sexual assault 
and have reported rates of domestic violence up 
to 10 times higher than in the rest of the United 
States.  

Though available data is limited, the number of 
missing and murdered American Indian and 
Alaska Native women and the lack of a diligent 
and adequate federal response is extremely 
alarming to indigenous women, Tribal          
governments, and communities. On some Tribal 
land, indigenous women are murdered at more 
than ten times the national average. 

Understanding the oppressive ideologies and 
policies that contribute to violence against     
Native survivors with disabilities is a first step 
to creating more pathways to healing and       
justice.  

Source: End Abuse of People with Disabilities, 
November 2022 Newsletter 
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WWC Welcomes Its New Outreach Coordinator! 
 

 
 Dear Community Members and Colleagues, 
 
 Aline attended the University of Maine Orono, and is a 2021        
 graduate of the National Tribal Trial Law School. Aline has     
 dedicated the past seven years to the Penobscot Nation Domestic  
 and Sexual Violence Advocacy Center while advocating for       
 survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, elder abuse, teen  
 dating violence and sex trafficking. She has extensive training in  
 mental health, response to strangulation, and court advocacy.  
 Aline has worked with various allied agencies on high-risk cases.  
 She is also a part of several local boards including the SART  
 (Sexual Assault Response Team), START (Sex Trafficking and  
 Awareness Response Team), and the Bangor Area Task Force.  
 Aline loves the ocean, forest and mountains and can be found  
 walking several trails in her free time with her two children and  
 husband. Please join the Wabanaki Women’s Coalition in           
 welcoming Aline in her new role as the Outreach Coordinator. We    
 look forward to the many ways that Aline will be able to             
 contribute to the mission and vision of our organization.  

 
           Woliwoni, 
           Donna Brown, Executive Director 

 

Serving Our Partners 

 

    

 

     Maliseet Domestic       Indian Township  Passamaquoddy             Penobscot Nation                     Passamaquoddy Peaceful                       Micmac Domestic and 

   and Sexual Violence                Domestic and Sexual                      Domestic and Sexual             Relations Domestic and Sexual       Sexual Violence 

     Advocacy Center                   Violence Advocacy Center             Violence Advocacy Center           Violence Advocacy Center        Advocacy Center 

                                         

Office: 207-532-3000                   Office: 207-214-1917                      Office: 207-817-7446                     Office: 207-853-0092                          Office: 207-760-0570 

    24 Hour Hotline:                           24 Hour Hotline:                              24 Hour Hotline:                    24 Hour Toll Free Hotline:                           24 Hour Hotline: 

      207-532-6401                               207-214-1917                                  207-631-4886                               1-877-853-2613                                       207-551-3639 
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 Annual WWC Survivors’ Retreat                             
 

 

The WWC held its Annual Survivors’ Retreat after having a 3 year break due to the pandemic.  

This was a time for healing, connection to each other and the land, our culture, support and  

rejuvenation. Advocates and Survivors had an opportunity to participate in ceremony, make  

shawls, learn beadwork from one of our Wabanaki artists, and for the first time ever, spend an  

afternoon at Katahdin Stream Campground. Woliwoni to the park rangers who worked with us  

to reserve the site and had a camp fire going upon our arrival! Everyone enjoyed drumming and  

singing, and exploring the campground. Several enjoyed some light hiking while some even  

ventured to Katahdin Stream Waterfalls! Some of the participants’ takeaways and inspirational  

messages included: Healing, Honored, Strength, Purpose, New Beginnings, Sisters,  

Peace, Grateful, Pride, Patience, Truth, Love, Faith, Family, “You Deserve Happiness!,”  

“Peace, Love, Joy" and "Forever Grateful."  
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October - Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from the first Day of Unity observed in        
October, 1981 by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The intent was to      
connect battered women’s advocates across the nation who were working to end violence 
against women and their children. The Day of Unity soon became a special week when a 
range of activities were conducted at the tribal, state, and national levels. 
 
These activities were as varied and diverse as the program sponsors but had common themes: 
mourning those who have died because of domestic violence, celebrating those who have   
survived, and connecting those who work to end violence. 
 
In October 1987, the first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was observed. That same year 
the first national toll-free hotline was launched. In 1989 the first Domestic Violence      
Awareness Month Commemorative Legislation was passed by the U.S. Congress. 
 
The Day of Unity is celebrated the first Monday in October. The 5 Wabanaki Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Advocacy Centers participated in this Day of Unity by hosting their Annual 
Tree Lighting Ceremonies. 
 
Source: Society for the Care and Protection of Children 

 

Purple Thursday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWC staff and Advocates - Purple Thursday is a national day of action each October during 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Other activities included DVAM walks, providing    
purple candles for community members’ windows, community meals and outreach activities 
and weekly Purple Thursday activities where participants showed support over social media. 
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Wabanaki Tree Lighting Ceremonies 

INDIAN TOWNSHIP 
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Wabanaki Women’s Coalition 

Donna Brown, Executive Director 

20 Godfrey Drive, Unit 14 

Orono, Maine 04473 

Thank You to Maine Boys to Maine! 
Maine Boys to Men delivered five in-person Training Institutes within our Wabanaki tribal 

communities this year. Maine Boys to Men has over 20 years of experience helping boys and 

men reshape the way they think about masculinity. Maine Boys to Men envisions a world 

where people of all genders are equally valued, respected, and safe. The Maine Boys to Men 

mission is to end all forms of male violence and self-harm and advance gender equity by      

supporting the development of self-aware, empathetic boys and men. With the importance of 

these issues and the lack of comparable programs, they launched their Training Institute in 

2019 to share their knowledge with others for the benefit of youth in communities throughout 

Maine. 

 

 

 

 
This project was supported by Grant No. 2020-IW-AX-0005 awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department 
of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those 
of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice. 


