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Kwey Relatives…
January is National Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
Human Trafficking occurs everywhere across the
United States and around the globe, often referred to as
modern day slavery. It is simply defined as exploiting a
person through force, fraud or coercion. Human trafficking
includes sex trafficking, labor trafficking and domestic
servitude, and also includes any person under the age of 18
involved in a commercial sex act. Did you know that our
Wabanaki Domestic and Sexual Violence Advocacy
Centers provide services to victims of sex trafficking? If
you are a victim of sex trafficking, please reach out to your
local Advocacy Center for support.
If you are looking to help make a difference, you
can help share information with others including children,
fellow community members and colleagues. Human
trafficking is a serious crime where victims may be too
afraid to seek help. You can also provide help by
recognizing and reporting suspected human trafficking by
calling Federal law enforcement at 1-866-347-2423.
Victims of human trafficking can get help from the
National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888.

Love And Trafficking - Grooming,
Exploitation and Control
Despite popular belief, sex trafficking rarely
begins with one being kidnapped by a stranger. Sex

traffickers often use grooming techniques, disguised as
love, in order to manipulate their victims in order to
exploit them. According to the National Human
Trafficking Hotline, of those who self-reported as being
sex trafficked in 2019, the two most common ways that
victims were recruited were through intimate partners or
family members.
Grooming is used by sex traffickers to gain a
victim’s trust, convince them that selling sex is normal or
even necessary, and use strategic tactics to make the
victim feel dependent on them. Traffickers gain victims’
trust by using several tactics such as getting to know them
well, make it appear like they are a perfect couple, that
they are trustworthy and reliable, and spend a lot of time
with them. Exploitation can start slowly with traffickers
asking victims to have sex “just this one time” or “to earn
their keep/have no other choice.” Eventually, it can
become more normalized that the victim believes they are
making their own decisions when in reality it is the
trafficker who has complete control. Traffickers use
rewards (such as kindness or gifts) and punishment (such
as threats and violence). Over time, trauma bonds can
occur which make it difficult for victims to sort through
their feelings and leave since many believe that their
trafficker loves and cares for them. Traffickers also use
isolation as a tactic, forcing the victim to sever ties with
family and friends so that they feel even more helpless to
escape. To learn more about statistics and signs of
trafficking, visit www.polarisproject.org.

Human Trafficking Awareness Day
On Tuesday, January 11th, staff from the Wabanaki Women’s Coalition and the 5 Wabanaki Domestic
and Sexual Violence Advocacy Centers wore blue to help bring awareness to the issue of human trafficking.
Please follow each program’s FaceBook page to receive up to date information on the services that each center
provides for victims of sex trafficking, domestic violence, stalking, sexual violence and teen dating violence.

Serving Our Partners
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Personal Stories Of Sex Trafficking Disguised As Love
CHELSEA’S STORY
“He had been watching me, targeting me, since I was 16. I would see him around at parties but I didn’t
really think anything of it. When I was 17, I fell asleep on the bus and missed my stop. and there he was, offering
me a ride. When I got in the car, he was playing my favorite band. I had just gotten out of a relationship with
someone who was in college and I was so sure I knew about what relationships should be, and what was a bad
relationship.
Ours got really intense, really fast. At first, it was a lot of fun. He had money and everyone loved him. We
went to parties and there were a lot of drugs, and there were always porn movies being shown, which I thought was
weird. But I was young and I just decided, hey I’m not going to say anything because I’m cool now. I had it in my
mind that this was what adult relationships were. I was being groomed, but I didn’t know it.
Slowly, he started to control everything. He said he didn’t like my friends, so I stopped seeing them. He’d
drive me everywhere so I didn’t have to take the bus. Every time I went anywhere I’d call him just so he knew I got
there safely. If he called and I missed it I would freak out. By the time I graduated high school I had left home and
moved in with him. I had been applying to colleges away from home, so he asked me to marry him at my prom.
He had always encouraged me to have sex with other people. He said we were cool, we were swingers,
this is what adults did. He never mentioned it was for money. He was my whole world, I would do anything for
him. Eventually, we needed a new place and he was like “hey, I have this great idea ….” I never really understood
that what I was doing would be considered prostitution. Eventually, though, it started not to feel right. He started
leaving instead of waiting for me. He would just take me to a hotel room and drop me off. I started to feel really
lonely. I’d say I didn’t want to do this, and he’d get violent. I got away eventually, but for years after I was in these
exploitative relationships. That’s what I thought love was.“

ANDREA’S STORY
“My trafficker was my first love. He was “that” guy, the cute one, the football player in high school, the
whole thing. I was bullied as a kid. I was a light-skinned black girl in the era of bussing kids to integrate public
schools in Massachusetts. The black kids thought I wasn’t black enough, and the white kids threw bricks at the bus
that brought the black kids to school. He and three of his friends got kicked out of their high school and came to
mine and everyone thought he was so handsome. My self-esteem had been so stripped to nothing at that point, I
figured he wasn’t going to pay any attention to me - and then he did.
I was so in love with him. I lost my virginity to him. At 15 I got pregnant. When the baby was born he
started coming by to pick up some of my welfare check - my family was taking care of me but in those days you
just got a check more easily. I’d hear these rumors about him and other girls and just get in fights and things about
it. I was crazy in love. We’d go out driving around with his cousin and these other girls, around this area that was
all strip clubs and things, called the “combat zone.” These girls would get out of the car for a while then come back
in. I realize now I was being groomed, and my boyfriend was being groomed to - to be a pimp.
It kept going like that. I was being exposed, made to think this was normal or okay. My boyfriend was
telling me he loved me, he was seducing me with the fantasy, the dream. He’d say it was only for a short time.
We’d get a car, an apartment together, with the baby. I mean this was my baby’s father. Then one night they took
me and they put me out on the street corner. The first car I got into was an undercover police officer - and he told
me if I didn’t perform a sex act on him he would arrest me.
After that, my boyfriend would come watch out for me when I was on the corner. He’d be across the street
or something and I’d think, he loves me, he is looking out for me. It’s just crazy now, looking back. Love.
Seduction. It’s the most powerful thing someone can use against you. I was always looking for love in the wrong
places and would do anything for it. Once I got it, the thought of losing it was more terrifying than what I was
doing to keep it.” Source: www.polarisproject.org
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January Is National Stalking Awareness Month
Depending on the state that you live in, there are many different legal definitions of stalking. Stalking is
commonly defined as “a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to
feel fear.” Approximately 6-7.5 million people are estimated to be a victim of stalking each year in the United
States, affecting 1 in 6 women and 1 in 17 men. The statistics are even higher for LGBTQ+2S individuals who do
not identify as heterosexual and/or cisgender, impacting 1 in 3 bisexual women, 1 in 5 lesbian women, 1 in 9 gay
men, and 1 in 14 bisexual men. Stalking is a serious crime under the Federal government, all 50 states, the District
of Columbia and the U.S. Territories. Many Tribal communities have revised their Tribal codes to adopt stalking
laws as well, making it a crime that can be prosecuted in Tribal judicial systems.
The majority of stalking victims are stalked by a former or current intimate partner or an acquaintance
such as a neighbor, coworker, ex-partner of someone they are currently dating or a roommate (particularly among
college students who live in dorms). People who are between the ages of 18 and 24 experience the highest rates of
stalking.
Stalkers use a wide variety of tactics to instill fear in their victims. Tactics can include unwanted visitation
at a person’s home/school/place of employment, unwanted communication via telephone/cell phone/text
messaging/social media accounts/etc, watching or following the person from a distance, asking 3rd party
individuals to spy on their victims for them, and using tracking devices such as a GPS, cameras and any type of
listening device. Many stalkers commit such crimes on a daily basis and use more than one method. Two-thirds of
victims are stalked on a weekly basis. This persistent pattern of unwanted behavior has many adverse physical,
emotional and financial effects on victims. Stalking victims often suffer from higher rates of anxiety, depression,
insomnia and social dysfunction in comparison to the general population. For those who are employed, 1 in 8
stalking victims end up losing time from work as a result of their victimization. 1 in 7 stalking victims feel forced
to move from their town, city or state which is another costly effect of this crime.
Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence - Victims may be stalked by a person that they are currently in
a relationship with. When this occurs, it makes it harder for the victim to find a way to leave their partner/stalker
since they are constantly being monitored. Such victims often report more separation attempts in comparison to
people who are being abused, but not necessarily stalked. Often times, victims of intimate partner stalking choose
to remain in the relationship for fear of being killed or harmed any further than they currently are.
Stalking and Femicide - Numerous studies have reported that stalking is an indicator to intimate partner
homicide and report similar results such as the following:

 76% of femicide victims were stalked by their intimate partners;
 67% had experienced physical abuse;
 89% of victims who had been physically abused had also been stalked within 12 months of being murdered;
 54% of victims reported the stalking to police before they were murdered.
Did you know that the Advocates at the Wabanaki Domestic and Sexual Violence Advocacy Centers
provide services to victims of stalking? If you are a victim of stalking, please reach out to your local Wabanaki
Advocacy Center. Their contact information is listed on page 2 of this newsletter. Please know that you are not
alone, that this behavior is unacceptable, illegal, and that there is help out there. Victims across the country should
call 911 if they are in immediate danger or reach out to their local police department to report stalking.

Source: www.stalkingawareness.org
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A Proclamation on National Stalking Awareness Month, 2022
DECEMBER 30, 2021 - PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS
All people deserve to feel safe and protected - whether in their home, at work or school, online, or in any
other public or private spaces. During National Stalking Awareness Month, we support all those who are
threatened and harmed by the pervasive crime of stalking, recognize those who raise awareness and advocate for
survivors, and recommit to eradicating stalking nationwide.
Stalkers employ multiple tactics to instill fear, intimidate, surveil, and exert control over the people they
target. Studies show that 1 in 6 women and 1 in 17 men have been subjected to stalking in their lifetime, the
majority of whom were threatened by someone they know - often a current or former intimate partner. Survivors
often suffer physical, psychological, and social harms, such as higher than average rates of depression, anxiety, and
insomnia. Stalking also can take a serious economic toll, as those who are stalked may have to uproot their lives at
their own expense to evade their stalkers, or take unpaid time off from work in order to protect themselves and
their families.
In recent years, the most prevalent form of stalking crimes has involved the use of smartphones,
computers, and other devices. With schools, workplaces, and social interactions relying on virtual platforms, the
risk of stalking has grown considerably. As technology continues to advance, we must ensure that all people especially women, girls, and LGBTQI+ individuals who are at greatest risk - can engage in online spaces freely
and safely. We must also seek accountability for individuals or systems that perpetrate or enable stalking.
Given the disproportionate impact of stalking and other forms of digital abuse on women and girls, my
Administration’s National Strategy on Gender Equity and Equality includes a commitment to launch a task force to
address online harassment and abuse. This task force will be specifically focused on technology-facilitated, gender
-based violence and will be charged with developing concrete recommendations to improve prevention, response,
and protection efforts domestically and worldwide.
The task force will seek input from survivors, advocates, law enforcement professionals, civil and human
rights groups, technology platforms, and other experts to ensure that those with expertise and lived experiences are
able to directly inform these recommendations. My Administration has also committed to developing the first-ever
National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, which will further our efforts to prevent and respond to
stalking and other forms of gender-based violence...
Stalking operates in the shadows and is fueled by silence and inaction. As we begin this new year, let us
commit to shining a brighter light on this insidious crime, to broadening our support for those affected, and to
ensuring that all people can live in a world free from violence and fear.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2022
as National Stalking Awareness Month. I call on all Americans to speak out against stalking and to support the
efforts of advocates, courts, service providers, and law enforcement to help those who are targeted and send the
message to perpetrators that this crime will not go unpunished.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of December, in the year of our
Lord two thousand twenty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
forty-sixth.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

5

WWC Board Of Directors Announcements
.

TANYA RAYMOND - TREASURER
DIRECTOR
MALISEET DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL
VIOLENCE ADVOCACY CENTER

PATRICIA GRAFFAM - SECRETARY
COORDINATOR
PENOBSCOT NATION DOMESTIC AND
SEXUAL VIOLENCE ADVOCACY CENTER

SARAH DEWITT - BOARD MEMBER
ADVOCATE
MICMAC DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL
VIOLENCE ADVOCACY CENTER
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Thank You/Woliwon To Our Sponsors In 2021
The Wabanaki Women’s Coalition was 1 of 34 organizations that was awarded a grant from the Maine
Initiatives’ Grants for Change Program (G4C) in December 2021. These grants were awarded to
organizations led by Black, Indigenous,
and People/Communities of Color
(BIPOC) advancing racial justice efforts in
Wabanakiak (Maine). Woliwon to Maine
Initiatives and to all of our private donors
who continue to support the Mission of the
Wabanaki Women’s Coalition and our
Vision to:
* Guide the evolution of systems and
policies that reflect our Wabanaki voice on
behalf of survivors of domestic and sexual
violence.
* Create a technical resource center that
affirms Wabanaki cultural values and tribal
sovereignty, and empowers tribal service
providers to serve, educate, and influence
their communities in an effective and
uniform way.
* Be recognized as the informed source for
issues on Wabanaki survivors of domestic
and sexual violence.

Congratulations to Our Board Chair
Congratulations to our Board Chair, Desiree Tyrrell, for being the Spotlight Award Winner and one of
Camden National Bank's "2021 Leaders & Luminaries Awardees!” The goal of the award was to shine a
spotlight on outstanding nonprofit board members going above and beyond in their communities. Below is a
portion of Desiree’s nomination:
“Desiree Tyrrell serves as a visionary for the Wabanaki Women's Coalition by being an active, engaged
WWC Board member. She has served as the Board Secretary and most recently was voted in as the Board
Chair at the WWC Annual Meeting that was held 7/1/9/2021. She is a reliable participant in meetings and
trainings while providing valuable input to guide the
WWC in its mission and its short and long-term goals.
Desiree is dedicated to end gender based violence as
demonstrated by her position as Director (and
Advocate) of the Indian Township Passamaquoddy
Domestic and Sexual Violence Advocacy Center. She
works to make Maine a safer place for her community
and all Wabanaki women and children throughout
Maine by service to the WWC Board.”

Together We Can Increase Safety, Justice & Healing for All

This project was supported by Grant No. 2020‐IW‐AX‐0005 awarded by the Oﬃce on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Jus ce.
The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommenda ons expressed in this publica on/program/exhibi on are those of the author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Jus ce.

Wabanaki Women’s Coalition
Donna Brown, Executive Director
20 Godfrey Drive, Unit 14
Orono, Maine 04473
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